The plot development toward the finale 
having been settled, | am drawing full 
steam ahead! Please continue enjoying 
Naruto until the end// 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2009 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story оп traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, guickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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THE STORY SO FAR... 


Naruto, the biggest troublemaker at the Ninja Academy in the Village of 
Konohagakure, finally becomes a ninja along with his classmates Sasuke 
and Sakura. They grow and mature through countless trials and battles. 
However, Sasuke, unable to give up his quest for vengeance, leaves Kono- 
hagakure to seek Orochimaru and his power... 

Two years pass. Naruto grows up and engages in fierce battles against 
the Tailed Beast-targeting Akatsuki. Elsewhere, after winning the heroic 
battle against Itachi and learning his older brother's true intentions, 
Sasuke allies with the Akatsuki and sets out to destroy Konoha! 

The Akatsuki leader Pain assaults Konoha in search of the nine-tailed 
biju-bearing Naruto! With fierce and violent skill, he lays waste to 
Konoha. When Naruto returns home to face the enemy, the results of 
his senjutsu training are apparent, but will it be enough to defeat the 
Akatsuki...?! 
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| SHOULD 
ENLARGE... 


HE DUG 
HIMSELF 
OUT OF THE 
CATASTROPHIC 
PLANETARY 
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NOT 
THE BEST 


INVITATION, 


FOURTH 
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.. YOU'RE 
MY SON, 
NARUTO. 
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| GUESS 
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HIRUZEN 

WANTED TO 
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ANYTHING, 
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NINE TAILS’ 
POWER... ሪ 


ረ 


ノン NEVER EVEN 
IMAGINED 
“CATASTROPHIC = 
SOLANE اب دې‎ - 
CONSTRUCTION 


VILLAGE 

15 OVER 
THAT 
WAY... 


NO... 
HINATA, 
THE 
VILLAGERS 
| 


“ገ 


PHEW... 


| витмо 

CASUALTIES 
RESULTED 
FROM YOUR 
NINE-TAILS 
STATE 


SHE NEEOS 
TREATMENT 
IMMEDIATELY! 
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you 
CANNOT TRULY 
COMPREHEND 
SOMEONE 
Е 7 
MOTIVATIONS 
UNLESS YOU 
KNOW THE 
SAME PAIN 


ANO EVEN IF 
YOU DO BEGIN 
TO COMPREHEND 
THEM...YOU STILL 

MAY NOT TRULY 
UNDERSTAND 
EACH OTHER. 


JUST LIKE 


DISCUSS 
1 SOMETHING 


YOU, 
МАБТЕК 
JIRAIYA... 
KONOHA 
SHINOBI 
ARE 


«፲ሩ. 


Í ЕВ THAT Y z 
' R پس‎ THEN |: ? SAGE MODE... 
M CAUSES y YOU ARE 
m m YOUR LIMITED TO 
SAGE ONLY TWO 
FIGHT YOU МОРЕ OF THOSE 
TORUN 
през, Оти BOTHERSOME 
HOKEN 


е 6 TIME. 


FOR I WILL 
THEN IT NOT GIVE YOU 
CAN'T BE ANY MORE 
HELPED... CHANCES... 
I'LL FIND | WILL TAKE 
THE PAIN YOU ALMOST 
MASTER TO THE POINT 
І OF DEATH 
MYSELF! AND НАШ. 
YOU OFF. 
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WORLD. WAS HARSH AND) UNFAIR. 
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АМО 
NOWHE'S У <: 
GOING UP UT 
ም. 5 - taf NINE TAILS 
THE FINAL vot M за CMS 
PAIN. 
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| SECONDS 
UNTIL 
LAUNCH. 
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"BUT | TRULY 


SWELL THEN, BELIEVE = 


IC) CANTES 
FIND THE | 


«THAT: 


EVENTUALLY THE 

DAY WILL COME 
PASS THE | WHEN ALL PEOPLE 
QUEST ON WILL UNDERSTAND 
TO YOU?! "ONE OTHER AND. 


LIVE IN HARMONY!! 
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Lırs 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 
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